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To all the MAGISTRATES in LONDON, exc. wh. 


[Ez Riends that be called Chriſtians, and Chriſtian PRs, are not you worſe then the Jewes that took. 


gd WE the Tythes , and had the ſtore-houſes, and all the ſtrangers and widows and fatherleſſe were ſatisfied, and 
A there was not to be a Beggar in Iſrael ? and your blinde men, widdows , and fatherlefle Children crying up 
ahd down , lying in every corner of your ſtreets, crying up and down halfe a dozen together, up and downc 
your ſtreets crying for bread , poor and lame ? Is not thisa ſhame to your Chriſtianity? How dwelleth the love of 
Gcd in you ? How cloath you your own fleſh > how feed you the hungry ? Are you not come here under the re- 
roof of James ? How are you in the pure Religion, to vilite the ſicke, the fat erleſſe, and the widows, when 
$oth blinde , and fſicke, and halt, and lame lies up and downe, cries up and downe almoſt in every corner of 
the Ci nd men and women are fo decked with gold and ſilver in their delicate ſtate, that they cannot tell 
how . Surely, ſurely you know not that you are all of one mould and blood that dwels upon the face of 
the Farth. Would not a ſierle out of your abundance and ſuperfluiry maintain theſe poor children, boyes, halt, 
lame, and blinde, or fetathem at work that can work, and thein that cannot, a place of relief for them 3 would 
not that be a grace to you ?'Is not that a diſgrace to you, for them to lie up and downe in corners of your 
ſtreets, and high wayes, and Steeple-houſe-doors ? doth nct this ſhew, that you want the wiſdome of God to or- 
der the Creation? And is not this a griefe thinke you 2 Ar:d doe you not believe it is fo, to all the tender and ſa- 
ber people? Is this true Chriſtian Religion, to ſee ſo much Preaching, Praying, Sermons, LeCtures, and to ſee fo ma- 
ny blinde and lame, poor men, and women, and children up and down the ſtreets ? Is Hot this an ill ſavour > 
and at the Steeple-houſe door, is not, this an ill favour among you, and in you ? And the high profeſſion. ye pra« 
felle ? Deale your bread to the hungry, honour the Lord God with your f 0 WP » hide not thy ſelf from thy 
owne fleſh 5 Give to him that asketh of thee , or weuld borrow of thee, lend, hoping for nothing again. He that 
turas his eare from hearing the cry of the poor, the Lord will not regard. He that deſpiſeth the poore, deſpiſeth his Ma 
ker. So ſee this is the word of the Lord God to you all, and a charge to you all in the preſence of the Lord 
God, ſee all the poor, the blinde, lame, rhe widows, the fatherlefſe, that cries up and downe your ſtreets for 
Bicad, for maintenance at your. Steeple-houſe doors, 2nd high waies, and corners of ſtreets and Alleys, that theſe 
be taken up and provided for , and them that can worke, that they may be ſet to it 5 and them that cannot, 
that they may be looked to, that there may be a good ſavour in your {ſtreets , that the Lord may come with 
. a bleſſing upon you, and give you an increaſe double another way. Then you ſhew the fruits of true Religion, 
and the works of charity , and the fruits of love, and the fruits of the ſpirit 3 But the fruits of rhe fleſh! which 
hath ſuperfluity 3 which ſaith, I have enough, I have ſuperfluity, I have gold, I have money and goods in ſtore, 
I have fine apparel, and jewels, and rings, and dainty dyet, and drefling my ſelfe in glaſſes, and y onar ud: laſſes 
and pictures, and ſpices, and conſiders not the poor whick is ready tg be ſtarved, crying iu che ſtrect, - thou 
and you ſo proud, that you cannot tell how to go up and down the ſtreets in your ſhoos and cloaths, and hats. 
How is many with their hairs powdered like bags of meale ? How is many in their jewels, and rings, and gold, 
coſtly attire , which the Apoſtle ſpeaks againſt, and checks ſuch for ; They regard not their own fleſh, they re- 
ard not their Creator , that regard not their fellow-creature 3 that hee created ; who created the one as 
- well as the other , he cauſeth the Sun to ſhine upon the Juſt and the unjuſt, that deſtroys the creatures upon 
their luſts, ſuch deſtroys the creatures for want of the creatures ; {lackening their hand, not giving to the poor. 
God loves a cheerfull giver, for God gives cheerfully, and freely, ana liberally. He that gives to the poor , lends 
to the Lord, the Lord reſtores him douvle again. But peoples hearts are hardned, and rhey minde not to diſgrace thg 
 rath, and the cuſtume of the cries of the blind, the lame, the widows, and the fatherleſſe hath taken away the 
ſenſe of compaſſion : Therefore ler there be a ftore-houſe where all may be relieved, and let none want, that 
all may have enough. The Lord can take ru from you as much in a week; that would (it may be) ſerve thou« 
ſands of the poor, and crolle you by Sea and by Land for your hard-heartedneſle ; which otherwiſe you would 
ſee the bleſſing and feel the blefiing both within and withour, in ſtore, in field, by Sea*and Land, as you come . 
into the wiſdome of God, and ſtand in it, and are prefervers of the Creation, then God will bleſſe you, and 
- what you take in hand will proſper :; A preſerver of the Creation vilits the ſick, and the farhtrleſs, and cauſeth 
not the blinde to wander , cannot God bring the proudeſt of you all downe, and make you as == as them 
that wander in the ſtreets, becauſe you do not do good in your life-time. Therefore come to work, and do the 
work of the Lord, while ye have poor, ye great ones, and come to the feeling of theſe things, ye Magiſtrates, 
that none of theſe may lie up and down your ſtreets, while it is in your power to do good. From a lover of 
mercy and compaſlion to all that feed rhe wounded and feeble, lame, and blinde, and helpleſle: ſo in tenders 
| neflle theſe things conſider ; for there is ſo much deſtroyed in your ſuperfluity and vanity , that would main- 
tain the weak, lame, and blinde, that is ſpent upon your Juſts. O be a good ſavour , and do that which may 
be a good ſavour 10 the Lord God, and in the hearts of all people in your generations, | . 


From a lever of Truth, and © 
8 friend of all youg ſouſes, 


G. F. 


